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FIRES ACROSS WA and Australia have 
brought the country to its knees

Perth Archbishop Timothy Costelloe 
SDB will next weekend celebrate a special 
Mass for the victims and survivors of the 
bushfires griping the nation.

The Mass, on Sunday 26 January at 
11am at St Mary’s Cathedral, will be 
an opportunity for the Perth Catholic 
community to come together to pray for 
those who have been and still are caught 
up in fighting the bushfires.

“And also in support of the fire fighters 
and for all who have been affected in any way 
by this disaster,” Archbishop Costelloe said.

A special collection will be held at the 
conclusion of the Mass on 26 January with 
Archbishop Costelloe, as well as at Catholic 
parishes across Perth and Australia, as part 
of a nationwide appeal.

All funds raised will go to the St Vincent 
de Paul Bushfire Appeal.  

In a special letter released to the Perth 
Catholic community this week, Archbishop 
Costelloe shared the message and details of 
the appeal which is being coordinated by 
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.

“Australia is facing an unprecedented 
calamity as fire engulfs the land in many 
places. We have all seen the apocalyptic 
images, even if we are not in the areas most 
affected. Lives have been lost, homes and 
towns have been destroyed, smoke has 
shrouded large swathes of our country,” said 
ACBC President and Brisbane Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge.

“The efforts of firefighters have been 
heroic. The resilience of the communities 

affected has been extraordinary. This has 
been Australia at its best, and we all stand 
with those who have been most stricken 
and with those who are putting their lives 
on the line to fight the fires,” he said.

Archbishop Coleridge went on to explain 
the details of the national response, which 
will be complimentary to what is happening 
locally
• The facilitation of a national network 

connecting people affected by the 
bushfires with people who can help 
with tasks such as preparing meals, 
clearing properties, rebuilding 
communities, as well as pastoral and 
counselling support.

• The distribution of special prayers 
and other resources for use in 
parishes, families and other Catholic 
communities.

• Collaboration with key national 
agencies like Catholic Health 
Australia, Catholic Social Services 
Australia, the National Catholic 
Education Commission and the St 
Vincent de Paul Society (Vinnies) 

to ensure as effective a response as 
possible from the wider Catholic 
community.

• Cooperating with Catholic Religious 
Australia and religious institutes and 
their ministries.

• Parishes across the country taking 
up a special collection at Masses on 
the Australia Day weekend, with 
all funds to be donated to Vinnies’ 
bushfire appeal.

Perth has also felt the heat of the flames 
this summer, with the parishes of Baldivis 
and Yanchep/Two Rocks being particularly 
affected.

The recent fire at Yanchep burned out of 
control for six days across 13,000 hectares 
from 11 December, threatening homes, 
forcing evacuations and destroying the 
landmark Yanchep Service Station.

Up to 400 firefighters were called in to 
try and contain the flames.

BUSHFIRE CRISES: PERTH CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY TO UNITE FOR 
VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Firefighters worked 
tirelessly fighting 
the bushfires in 
Yanchep/Two 
Rocks for six days 
in early December, 
battling the soaring 
temperatures that 
came with the 
record heatwave.  
PHOTO: DFES INCIDENT 
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CELEBRATING THE MIDNIGHT MASS on 24 December and 
Christmas Day Mass on Wednesday 25 December at St Mary’s 
Cathedral was Perth Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB, who during 
his homily, reflected on the biblical significance of Jesus’ birth.

“The story of Jesus’s birth has a deeply Eucharistic meaning 
- From the very beginning of his life Jesus offers Himself to us 
as food for our journey through life,” Archbishop Costelloe went 
on to explain.

“As Jesus lies in the manger, He reveals Himself as the bread of 
life; during His preaching He proclaims that His body is real food 
and his blood real drink; as He gathers His disciples at the Last 
Supper, Jesus gives Himself to them, and to us, as the bread of life.

“As Jesus dies on the cross, He allows His body to be broken and 
His blood poured out so that we can receive the gift of life which 
through His death and His resurrection, and His sending of the 
Holy Spirit, will be unleashed for us,” Archbishop Costelloe added.

Archbishop Costelloe concluded his homily by inviting those 
present to allow Jesus to be ‘food for our journey’, to be ‘the gift 
which sets us free’ and to accept Jesus as ‘our Way, our Truth, 
and our Life.’

Meanwhile, the annual food hamper donation drive by the 
St Vincent De Paul Society was participated by Corpus Christi 
College last December. 

As part of the secondary college’s Christian Service Learning 
program, students spent the first four weeks of Term Four 
collecting food donations for the St Vinnies Christmas Appeal, 
with every homeroom ground aiming to complete one hamper 
each for donation to an assigned family. As a result, 44 hampers 
were prepared and donated.

On Tuesday, 17 December the Big Issue Street Soccer players 
received a special Christmas meal prepared specially by two 
Mercedes College students Isabella Harrison and Erika Galloway.

This effort is part of a Street Soccer program, which take place 
on every Tuesday afternoon and promotes social inclusion and 
personal change for participants by providing support, commitment 
and team spirit through the power of sports. 

Throughout the year, the college students also assist with the 
Anti-Poverty and Homeless Week soccer tournaments, setting 
up and running three soccer fields on Wellington Square as well 
as preparing dinner for the players after the games, as part of 
the school’s effort to broaden students’ knowledge about social 
justice issues. 

Mercedes College Principal Kerrie Fraser said students are 
encouraged to be involved in these acts of kindness as it teaches 
them to think about other people’s needs. 

“Helping others is a feature of Catholic Education and the 
tradition established by the Sisters of Mercy,” she cited. 

The spirit of Christmas was evident at local aged care home 
Mercy Place Lathlain, when staff members Annette Tanhla, Rachel 
Ghormanare and some others volunteered to trade Christmas 
luncheons with their families to be with the dozens of residents 
at the home.

“I spend so much time with the residents that they have truly 
become part of my second family, and so making sure they have 
the best Christmas Day possible is really important to me,” says 
Ms Tanhla.

“I love my job, so spending Christmas Day with residents isn’t 
really like working, instead it is an honour to be here to care for 
those seniors who are unable to be with their families,” says Ms 
Ghorman.

Mercy Place Lathlain Service Manager Surabh Nair, said that in 
many ways the local care staff were the ‘angels’ of the community 
during the festive season.

“When most people are opening presents on Christmas Day, 
tucking into Christmas lunch, pouring a celebratory drink or 
enjoying family company, Mercy Place Lathlain staff will be caring 
for others in their usual dedicated way,” he said.

“We’re extremely fortunate to have so many committed team 
members that are only too happy to go the extra mile to care for 
our residents and also help to inject a little Christmas spirit into 
their day,” Mr Nair concluded.  ● 

A B O V E  The Children’s Christmas Mass was held at St Mary’s Cathedral 
on Tuesday, 24 December. PHOTO: RON TAN  ∞  T O P  Corpus Christi students 
prepared and donated a total of 44 hampers in support of the annual St 
Vinnies Christmas appeal. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

Christmas in Perth was last month was celebrated with 

joy by the Catholic community, with a host of charitable 

acts of kindness, as the local Catholic community united 

to pray and give thanks for the gift of Jesus.

CHRISTMAS 2019: PERTH CATHOLICS 
SHARE THE GIFT OF JESUS,  

DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
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The blaze in Baldivis, started accidentally 
on 9 January by sparks from a broken boat 
trailer wheel, burned through some 1,330 
hectares and destroyed a shed, with the 
strong sea breeze driving embers up to 
400m ahead of the fire front – making it 
extremely difficult to contain.

Just last Friday the Kwinana Freeway 
was closed for an hour by the Department 
of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) 
until 4.00pm due to thick smoke from the 
fire in Baldivis and an emergency warning 
was issued, asking residents to leave their 
homes for the temporary evacuation centre 

at the Mike Barnett Sports Complex in 
Rockingham.

“I would encourage each of you to maintain 
your prayerful support for all who have been 
impacted by the bushfires, and to consider 
how you may contribute to lending your 
support St Vincent de Paul Bushfire Appeal,” 
Archbishop Costelloe said.  ●

ARCHBISHOP Timothy Costelloe 
SDB led more than 5500 flock 
during the 2019 Australian 
Catholic Youth Festival Closing 
Mass at Trinity College on 10 
December with a new pastoral 
staff in hand.

Two La Salle College students 
created the handcrafted crosier 
– under the tutelage of Design 
and Technology Teacher John 
Velardo – and gifted the hook 
to His Grace last month within 
the Office of the Archbishop, 
Griver House.

Adrian Martino, La Salle 
College Vice Principal and 
Christian Ministry, attended 
the crosier presentation along 
with Mr Velardo and then-Year 
10 pupils Brendan Taylor and 
Benjamin Sorgiovanni.

The metalwork students 
were tasked with assembling 
the shepherd’s crook and the 
joiners of the Archbishop’s new 
crosier by using their skills to 
turn, braze, weld, hot bend and 
polish the steel components that 
were then nickel-plated.

The crosier is an ecclesiastical 
ornament conferred on bishops 
at their consecration and on 

mitred abbots at their investiture, 
and is used by these prelates 
in performing certain solemn 
functions.

Upon receiving the crosier on 5 
December, Archbishop Costelloe 
expressed his delight in receiving 
the “one-off” piece.

“It is way beyond what I was 
expecting,” he said with gratitude.

Wh i l s t  pre s ent i ng  t he 
Archbishop of Perth with his 
personalised crosier, Mr Velardo 
explained how all processes 
were executed in-house using 
the school's facilities and the 
expertise of the Design and 
Technology staff to guide the 
students and the design.

“The timber used for both the 
crosier and the carry case was 
milled from a fallen white gum,” 
he described.

“This white gum fell from 
a combination of erosion from 
Blackadder Creek that borders 
the college grounds and a severe 
storm a number of years ago and 
was left to the elements.”

While young for a white gum, 
he added, the tree would date 
around the same age as the Middle 
Swan-based institution.

“The combination of young 
timber and exposure to the 
elements gives the timber it 
amazing colour and character – 
the beauty is in its imperfections.

“The crosier was designed 
around the timber with the aim 
of creating a continuous grain 
from top to bottom that would 
combine the strength of the heart 
wood yet show the young outer 
growth as a contrast,” Mr Velardo 
continued.

“The challenge of making this 
continuous length break down 
into a portable and practical 
crosier was met by two La Salle 
metalwork students.”

L a  S a l l e  C o l l e g e  i s  a 
co-educat ional secondary 
Catholic school founded by the 
De La Salle Brothers in 1954, 
situated in the Swan Valley region 
of WA.  ● 
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By Matthew Lau

LA SALLE COLLEGE PRESENTS ARCHBISHOP 
COSTELLOE WITH NEW CROSIER 

For more information about the ACBC 
Bushfire appeal, go to www.catholic.org.
au/bushfires.

To support the immediate response and 
the ongoing work of Vinnies in your 
state or throughout bushfire-affected 
communities visit, http://tiny.cc/hhoriz

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fire fighters from the Department of Fires and 
Emergency Services (DFES) work to contain 
the fire in Baldivis, which burned some 1,3330 
hectares last weekend. 
PHOTO: DFES INCIDENT PHOTOGRAPHER MORTEN BOE

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB (centre) is presented with his new crosier at the Office of the Archbishop on 5 
December by La Salle College Vice Principal Adrian Martino (left), Teacher John Velardo (right), and joined by then-
Year 10 pupils Benjamin Sorgiovanni and Brendan Taylor.              PHOTO: MATTHEW LAU



THE SON OF EDDY, a civil servant working 
in the police, security and foreign services, 
and Shirley, a teacher, Fr Sean is the middle 
of three children, with sisters Sonia and 
Sharmini.

Having completed his primary years and 
in the midst of his secondary education, the 
family moved to Australia in 1984, when 
Sean was aged 15. The family resumed their 
faith life at (then) Floreat Parish. 

Fr Sean recalled that it was his Parish 
Priest in Singapore, Fr Saussard that first 
sowed the seeds towards his becoming a 
priest.

“Faith was also integral to my family 
life”, Fr Sean shared. 

“I knew I wanted to be a priest since I 
was about 5 years old. I recall speaking to 
my parents and my family at the time, so 
the calling has been a constant,” he said.

The desire never left him, and was ever 
present event when the family migrated 
to Perth. 

Fr Sean went on to complete Year 11 and 
12 at Churchlands High School, and later 
commencing studies in Electrical Engineering 
at Curtin University for one year.

Fr Sean wanted to join the Seminary 
immediately a fter graduat ing from 

Churchlands High School, but his parents, 
Eddy and Shirley, who were always supportive 
of his call, encouraged him to wait. 

By 1987, he could no longer ignore the 
calling within, and after speaking to his 
then Parish Priest, his future as an engineer 
came to an abrupt halt. 

“My parish priest was delighted and said 
that he hoped I would succeed him one 
day,” Fr Sean recalls, which had prophetic 
undertones - he would later minister for a 
brief period in the now Floreat-Wembley 
Parish.

Fr Sean went on to spend a few months 
at St Charles Seminary in Guildford, under 
the gentle tutelage of now Emeritus Bishop 
Justin Bianchini and Bishop Don Sproxton, 
before being accepted as a seminarian for 
the Archdiocese, commencing his training 
at St Francis Xavier Seminary in Adelaide.

During these formative years, he undertook 
pastoral placements at Greenwood and 
Yangebup (known as South Lake) Parishes 
and completed a Bachelor of Theology at 
Flinders University.

“This time was a blessing because it 
was there [on pastoral placement] that I 
was able to discover what the priesthood 
would look like, and thanks to the support 
of parishioners and fellow clergy, I continue 
to learn,” Fr Sean recalled.

Fr Sean was ordained to the Diaconate 
on 30 January 1994 at Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church, Doubleview Parish, and 
then to the Priesthood at the age of 25 on 
16 December 1994 at St Mary’s Cathedral. 

He first appointed was to be Assistant 
Parish Priest at Whitford, under the direction 
of now Mgr Tim Corcoran, who was then 
Parish Priest. 

This was followed by stints at Floreat-
Wembley Parish and City Beach Parish.

From 1999 to 2006, he completed a 
licence and then doctorate in Theology 
at the Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome, also teaching in the same university.

His previous recent role as Parish Priest 
at Attadale, where he served for 12 years, 
was integral for the community, being a key 
part of the development and building of the 
new Church that opened in March 2017. 
While at Attadale he also had the pastoral 
care of Santa Maria College.

By Amanda Murthy In an interview with The Record to talk about his 
recent 25th anniversary on December 16 and 50th 
birthday last September, the Dean of St Mary’s 
Cathedral revealed that his desire to serve the 
Church as a priest had been ignited during his 
childhood years in Singapore.         PHOTO: RON TAN

FAITH AND SERVICE:
FR SEAN CELEBRATES  

25 YEARS OF PRIESTHOOD
Not long after a young Sean Fernandez began an engineering degree 
over a quarter of a century ago, he became convinced his destiny in 

life was not to build physical bridges – but spiritual ones. 
In an interview with The Record to talk about his recent 25th anniversary 
on December 16 and 50th birthday last September, the Dean of St 
Mary’s Cathedral revealed that his desire to serve the Church as a 

priest had been ignited during his childhood years in Singapore.
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